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Nghé s§ da nganh Trong Gia Nguyén (sn. 1971) dudc biét
dén vé6i nhiing tic pham thach thuc cidc quy chuin xa hoi
mac dinh bang ngdén ngit nghé thuat tdo bao va doc ddo. Tro
chuyén véi Art Nation, anh dua géc nhin va sy cong hién
cia ngudi nghé sy vao trung tim cudc doi thoai vé su bdo
trg, qua do tai dinh hinh vai tré ngudi thuc hanh nhu nhiing
“manh thudng quan” tan tuy nhat cia van héa-nghé thuat.



PORTRAIT
OF THE
ARTIST-PATRON

An interdisciplinary practitioner known for a daring body of works that challenge long-held TRANG NAY / THIS PAGE
social constructs with a unique irreverence, Trong Gia Nguyen (b. 1971) brings the artist’s Ehi";”’:‘??‘?"g G
nh: Nghé s§ cung cép.
perspective to the forefront in this shared dialogue on art patronage, where his advocacy for | Portrait of Trong Gia Nguyen.
the recognition of hidden artistic labour radically reframes the artist as the most committed Photo courtesy of the artist.

benefactor of culture.
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NGOI NGHE

“Trén thuc té, nghé sy khéng chi don thuan
nhan su ho trg - ban than ho 1a ngudi tao
ra no qua nhiing hoat ddéng trg cap cho cac
t6 chulc, dam bao co sé ha tang van hoa, va
déng gop cac ngudn von kinh té-xa hoi va
tri tué hiém khi dugc céng nhan dung muc.”
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rong nhilng ndm qua, anh da déng nhiéu vai

tré khac nhau, tir nghé sy, giam tuyén, chu

phong trung bay, dén nha cd van, nha phé
binh hay quan ly studio, v.v., ca & Viét Nam va nuéc
ngoai. TU kinh nghiém cGa minh, anh dinh nghia “bao
trg nghé thuat” nhu thé nao trong nhiing béi canh
khac nhau nay?

Trong gidi nghé thuat, su bdo trg thudng dudgc hinh
dung nhu mét dong chdy don tuyén tur gidi gidu c6 sang
nghé sy, va d6i lai, vin héa dugc “sdn xuat”. Cach dong
khung nay 1am dep long cdc nha suu tip va td chuc,
trong khi che khudt di mot nén kinh t€ phuc tap hon
dang van hanh. Trén thuc t€, nghé sy khong chi don
thudn nhan sy hé trg - ban than ho 1a ngudi tao ra nd
qua nhiing hoat dong trg cip cho cac t8 chiic, ddm béo
¢ s6 ha tdng viin hoa, va dong gép cac ngudn von kinh
té-x4 hoi va tri tué hi€ém khi dugc cong nhin dting muc.

Mot diéu ciing thudng thdy chinh 1a viéc cic nghé
s§ tryc ti€p bdo trg 1An nhau. Ho chia sé xudng sang tac
va thiét bi, huéng din nghé sy ma khong nhan thu lao,
t6 chic trién 1am, xuit ban catalogue, va tu minh gép
von cho cac du 4n nhé. Nhitng hanh dong nay hi€m khi
dudgc ghi nhén trong cac tu sy chinh théng vé sy bo trg,
nhung c6 thé khing dinh ring chiing nudi dudng cong
dong nghé thuit bén viing hon nhiéu so v6i nhiing hinh
thtic tai trg khong dong déu hay rap khudn sach va. Vé
bén chét, cac nghé sy hoat dong nhu nhiing thiét ché vi
mo. Ho luan chuyén nguén lyc theo chiéu ngang thay
vi chiéu doc. Ho d4u tu vao nhiing hgp dong tucng lai
von khong c6 su ddm bdo vé 1gi nhuén. Hinh thdc bio
trg ndy mang tinh lién d6i, bAm ré siu sic, va thudng vo
hinh nhung khong kém phan quan trong.

bic biét, nén nghé thuat tién phong thudng dugc
“bao thau” bdi chinh ngudi trong cudc, doi khi do tinh
th& bit budc hon 14 bdi y thic hé. Nhiéu nén tdng quan
trong nhat hién nay van tiép tuc dua vao sy bao trg clia
nghé s§. Cac chuong trinh luu tra gy quy thong qua
nhitng tdc phdm dugc quyén ting; cAc nha xuit ban phi
1gi nhuén phu thugc vao cic 4n ban ctia nghé sy; cac ky
trién 1am ludng nién hay lién hoan nghé thuét thusng
xuyén yéu ciu nghé sy chdp nhan mtc phi t6i thiu dé

TRANG DOI DIEN

1 OPPOSITE PAGE
Trong Gia Nguyén
trong xudng lam viéc
clianghé sy, chuong
trinh “Nghé sy Luu
tru tai Everglades”,
thuc hién tai Vuon
Qudc gia Everglades,
Florida, My. Anh:
Nghé sy cung cép.

/ Trong Gia Nguyen
working in an artist’s
studio during the
“Artists in Residence
in Everglades”
residency (2012),
Everglades National
Park, Florida, US.
Photo courtesy of
the artist.
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d6i 14y co hoi quing ba - vé cd bén 1a chuyén déi lao
dong nghé thuat thanh uy tin cho t§ chtic. Pay khong
phai 1a tif thién, ma 14 sy trg cdp mang tinh ciu trac.

Tai Viét Nam, su ndi 1én clia nghé thuat duong dai 1a
mot minh ching déc biét 16 nét cho hinh thiic bao trg do
nghé sy dan dit, van hanh trong béi cinh thidu ving mot
thi trudng tiém ning hay nhiing hd trg ti phia thé ché.
Nhom Gang of Five, hoat dong tai Ha Noi tif cudi thap
nién 1980 dén thap nién 1990, hinh thanh vao thdi diém
cac nghé sy khong thé dya vao cdc nha suu tip, phong
trung bay doc 1ap hay cac hé¢ thong bao trg chinh thdng.
PE ho trg 14n nhau, cic nghé sy da t6 chic trién 1am tai
cac khong gian phi truyén thong, chia sé co hoi ndi bd va
tao ra sy’ hién dién tap thé cho phép céc thanh vién dam
mao hiém véi nhiing rii ro ma ho c6 thé khong 1am dugc
néu hoat dong riéng 1é. V€ ban chit, ho dong vai tro 1a
ngudi bdo trg cho nhau, ddm bao cac diéu kién cén thiét
cho viéc thé nghiém va tinh lién tuc tif rat 1au tru6e khi
mot thi trudng nghé thuat dudng dai thanh hinh.

So v6i mé hinh bao trg theo dinh huéng thi truéng, mé
hinh bao trg “ngang hang” nay di va dang nudi dudng
gia tri nghé thuat va kich thich su phat trién cia nghé
thuat khac biét nhu thé nao?

Vai tro bdo trg clia ngudi nghé sy tré nén ro nét nhit
vao nhiing théi khic dinh ché bdp bénh, khi cac ngudén
tai trg sup dé6, cic t6 chuc phi Igi nhuan phai phu thudc
vao nhitng budi gy quy thudng nién, va khi cac khong
gian vin hoa chi c6 thé duy tri bing nhiing nguén thu
lay 14t. Viéc quyén ting tdc phdm d4u gi4, cAc 4n phdm
gy quy, nhitng budi biéu dién va cac sang tac doc ban
thudng xuyén trd thanh nguén duy tri hoat dong cho
cac t6 chic nay. Quyét dinh quyén ting mot tic phdm
khong thé hién sy du d4, ma 1 lya chon tit bd mot ngudn
thu nhép tuong lai, thudng dugc hgp thic héa bing 16i
htia trén danh nghia vé “d6 pht s6ng”. Tuy nhién cong
suc, vat liéu, va rui ro tai chinh dai han ma cac nghé sy
phai ganh chiu hi€ém khi dugc ghi nhan. Su v6 hinh nay
da tré thanh mot diéu hién nhién.

Xét trén moi phuong dién 1y tinh, nghé s§ 1a mot trong
nhiing nha béo trg nghé thuit kién dinh nhit nhung lai
it dugc cong nhan nhat. Pay khong phai thuc trang mdi.
Trong lich st, nghé sy tir 1au da h6 trg 1an nhau cting nhu
cac dinh ché cin thiét cho su ton tai clia ho. Cac khong
gian do nghé sy diéu hanh - tf cic nhom thuc hanh thoi
hiu chién dén cic khong gian nghé thuit phi truyén
thdng trong thap nién 1970-80 - dugc duy tri thong qua
viéc chia sé chi phi mit bing, lao dong tinh nguyén va cac
trién 1am khong thu lao. Pay khong phai 12 nhiing hoat
dong bén I€. Chuing da dinh hinh toan b va xuyén sudt
nhiéu trao luu va dién ngodn nghé thuat.

TaiViét Nam, tinh thin tudng trg ndy dan tré nén rd nét
vé€ mit ciu trac hon véi sy ra doi cia Nha San Collective
trong thap nién 1990. Su ton tai ban d4u ctia khéng gian

TRANG DOI DIEN

/ OPPOSITE PAGE
Fred Thomas va
Soma Wineglar
chuén bi cho man
trinh dién bén trong
mot qua bong bom
hoi (2006) tai New
General Catalog 224,
New York, My. Anh:
Nghé sy cung cap.

/ Fred Thomas and
Soma Wingelaar
preparing their
performance inside
aninflatable bubble
(2006), New General
Catalog 224, New
York, US. Photo
courtesy of the artist.
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“The avant-garde, specifically,

has often been bankrolled by its
own participants, sometimes by
necessity rather than ideology.”
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nay gan nhu hoan toan phu thudc vao viéc cic nghé sy tu
ganh vac rdi ro v€ mit tai chinh va hiu can, dong gop lao
dong, don ti€p nghé sy luu tru, duy tri khdng gian, va git
viing cac chuong trinh trong tinh trang thiéu ving nguén
tai trg 6n dinh tif bén ngoai. Nhitng phat trién tucng tu
ciing dién ra § mién Nam vdi sy xudt hién ctia San Art va
c4c dy 4n sau nay nhu N6 C4i Bum. Nhin chung, nhiing
sang kién nay cho thdy mot dang thic thudng truc trong
nghé thuat duong dai Viét Nam: cac nghé sy lién tuc ddm
nhan vai trd nha bdo trg, nha t§ chuic, va thiét ché, tao
ra chinh nhiing diéu kién cho phép tic phdm ctia ho va
doéng nghiép co thé ton tai.

Vay, vi tri cGia nha suu tap ngay nay ndm & dau trong
hé thang bao trg do nghé s§ dan dit? Vai tro clia ho cé
con quan trong khdng?

Céc nha suu tip — du khong phdi 16i cta ho - thudng
hiéu sai vai trd ctia minh. Viéc mua tic phdm nghé
thuat thudng dugc gdn mac “nhan vin”, 1a ho trg nghé
s, trong khi d6, dy dung hon hét 1a sy trao ddi gid tri.
Nha suu tap sé hitu nhitng vat phdm dinh hinh trdi
nghiém s6ng hang ngay, trao von vin hda, va d6i khi gia
ting gia tri tai chinh. Nghé thuit tao ra &nh huédng tich
Ity 14u dai dén cach con ngudi song va suy nghi. Hiém
thuong vu ndo mang lai 1gi nhuén bén viing dén thé.

Tai Y thai Phuc Hung, gia toc Medici - mot dong dai
tai phiét ngan hang & Florence sau nay san sinh ra cac
ddi gido hoang, lanh dao chinh tri va nhiing ngudi cai
tri thuc quyén ctia thanh phg - hiéu ring sy bio trg 1a
mot cude trao d6i hon 13 sy hao phéng. Su hd trg ctia ho
danh cho cic nghé sy nhu Michelangelo, Leonardo da
Vinci, Botticelli va Donatello da gitip dinh hinh bén sic
van héa ctia Florence va, rong hon, ca di sdn ctia chinh
gia toc ho. Nghé thuat da khuéch dai tAm &dnh hudng,
cing c6 danh tiéng va cai cdm quyén luc vao doi song
dan su. Déi lai, nhitng diéu gia toc Medici nhan dugc
bén viing hon nhiéu so vdi vat chit: sy hién dién, tinh
chinh danh, va su ti€p ndi lich st. Su bao trg vin dong
nhu mot méi quan hé tucng hé, nai gia trj vin hoa chay
theo cd hai chiéu - cling giéng nhu ngay nay.

Ca nhan anh bt dau budc vao vai tro nghé sy kiém nha
bao trg nhu thé nao?

Dén dau nhitng ndm 2000, mbi ndm tdi déu quyén
ting mot s6 tac phdm cho céc t6 chiic phi Igi nhuén,
cac don vi, chuong trinh luu tra danh cho nghé sy va
cac hoat dong ti thién - hiu hét tai New York - bao
gom SculptureCenter, Artists Space, Momenta Art,
Residency Unlimited, Quy Nghién cttu Y hoc Dystonia
va Hoc vién Am nhac Brooklyn. Théng qua cdc budi ddu
gia tu thién, x6 s6 va cac sy kién gay quy, néu udc tinh
hop 1y, cac tdc phdm ctia téi da thu vé hon 45.000 USD.

T ndm 2003 dén nim 2007, t6i di€u hanh hai khong
gian trung bay tai New York, ddu tién 13 tai mot can ho

TRANG DOI DIEN

1 OPPOSITE PAGE
Trong Gia Nguyén,
loat tadc phdm dugc
dat hang riéng

cho chuong trinh
Dau gia Gay quy
cla Residency
Unlimited. Anh:
Nghé s§ cung cap.
/ Commissioned
art works by Trong
Gia Nguyen for
Residency Unlimited
Benefit Auction.
Photo courtesy of
the artist.
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studio bo tréng va sau d6 1a tai mot cta hang & Brooklyn,
noi dong thoi cling la nha t6i. V6i ngan quy khong rang
budc, phong trung bay & Brooklyn cida t6i, mang tén
New General Catalog 224, da hd tr¢g nhiing nghé sy
chua dugc nhan dién dung muc, va khuyén khich thé
nghiém thong qua cic trién 1dm, chuong trinh luu tra,
trinh dién va cdc sing kién gidm tuyén rdi xa quy dao
truyén théng. Khong gian nay hoat dong khong phai
nhu mdt doanh nghiép thuong mai ma nhu mét vusn
uom vin hoa, dugc duy tri bing cam két nghé thuit hon
14 1¢i nhuén.

Nim 2025, trong bon thang luu tra tai Sai Gon, toi trao
d6i tic phdm v6i nhitng ngudi ban 12 nha suu tap dé ddi
14y chd &. Du khong tu tao ra mét chuong trinh Iuu tra
cho riéng minh, nhung trdi nghiém nay da dét ra mot cau
héi don gidn: liéu nhitng hinh thtic trao déi bdo trg song
phudng nhu vy c6 thé dugc md rong quy mo dé hé trg
thudng xuyén cho nghé sy trén pham vi qudc t&, dic biét
1a trong c4c giai doan nghién cfu hodc cong tdc? Mo hinh
nay khong hé 1am suy yéu hé thong phong trung bay, ma
bd sung cho hé théng d6, dem dén mot cdu tric song song
hé trg 14n nhau c6 kha ning khang lai trat tu khai thac
thuén tuy tip trung vao doanh thu hay dia vi.

Theo anh, vai trd cia nghé sy-nha bao trg trong tuong
lai ciia bao trg nghé thuat sé nhu thé nao?

Viéc diéu chinh lai ngd nhan vé bao trg nghé thuat
rdt quan trong bdi géc nhin nay dang lam méo mo
quyén lyc. Gid thi trudng clia mot tac phdm nghé thuat
hi€m khi phan 4anh tron ven déng gop ctia nghé sy cho
linh vuc vin héa. Khi cdc nha suu tap vin con dugc dit
vao vi thé€ ngudi ban on va nghé sy 1a ké phu thudc, thi
thuc trang viéc ai 14 ngudi ganh chiu rdi ro va ai kién tao
gi4 tri vin con bi che khudt. Viéc tai dinh hinh sy béo trg
dé trao quyén cho nghé sy khong lam gidm vai tro cta
cac nha suu tap, ma trdi lai cang lam rd thém vai tro do.
Cac nha suu tap hoat dong trong mot hé sinh thai von
da dudc trg cap bdi chinh cac nghé s§ - cong nhan diéu
nay sé thuc d4y céc t6 chic xem xét lai vé ché d¢ dai ngo,
khuyén khich c4c nha suu tdp nhin nhén lai tam thé dic
quyén, va cAc nghé sy 14y lai quyén tu quyét doi véi su
hao phéng xua nay cta ho.

Vé c4 nhan minh, t6i vAn luon khong ngiing tim
ki€ém nhttng moé hinh bén viing t6t hon cho hé sinh
thai nghé thuat, dic biét 1a tir lang kinh ctia mot nghé
sy. Toi thudng mo vé mot cudc séng khong bi rang
budc bdi thi trudng thuong mai, ngay cd khi sinh k&
cda t6i vAn gin chit vao d6. Ly tudng lang man nay
khong xudt phat tir thai do bai tri chinh thi trudng,
cling khong phai ti nhitng hinh anh ché giéu nd, ma
ti niém tin ring nhiing hé théng trao d6i va tuong trg
khac, co két noi chit ché hon, 1a kha thi, néu khong
muon noi 1a da va dang hoat dong song song vdéi thi
trudng - mot cach vo hinh, nhu thudng thdy. Q
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Trong Gia Nguyén,
“Toa giai toi di
dong” (2018), tac
pham diéu khéc
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/ Trong Gia
Nguyen, “Portable
Confessionals”
(2018), bronze
sculpture produced
during artist
residency at Chico
State University,
California, US.
Photo: Richard Koh
Collection.
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